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Diagnosis —
Hydatid Cyst Disease
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The diagnosis of hydatid cyst 1
0

disease was made for the case
presented in the December
2006 Aperture based on this
computed tomography (CT)
scan of the abdomen.The CT
shows the presence of two
large hydatid cysts, along with
daughter cysts, in the right
lobe of the liver.

Hydatid disease is caused by
the Echinococcus species, of
which E. granulosis (cystic
hydatid disease) and E.
multilocularis (alveolar hydatid
disease) are the most
important. E. vogeli and E.
oligarthus, both of which cause
polycystic hydatid disease, are
rare and are seen primarily in
Central and South America.

This patient from rural India
was diagnosed to have hydatid
cyst disease, on the basis of
CT image morphology and a
positive immunoblot test
(95% specific). He is currently
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being treated conservatively [EALISIUEMRY ORAL & IV roNIEAST DEL
with Albendazole. 21 620 DR . VR/PSY
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The Aperiurs, \ike the opening in the lens of a microscope that allows light to pass through, is a forum for art,
humor, and images that provides a portal for new or different views of medicine and research.
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